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impossible as leader of one of the great British parties, let alone as a future Prime Minister. More important for his personal position, he was gravely rebuked by Asquith and other of his Liberal Imperialist colleagues, and though he rallied his friends and challenged his opponents at a party meeting which gave him a unanimous vote of confidence the schism continued till the end of the war, and at one moment ail but led to the disruption of the Liberal party. In the course of these events Lord Rosebery announced his " definite separation from the party, and Asquith, Grey and Haldane followed him in founding the "Liberal League" which looked like a direct challenge to the official leader. The quarrel went to dangerous lengths and, if pursued, it might have had momentous consequences in the future history of the country, but as the war drew to its close, the sections became reconciled, largely through Asquith's mediation. By this tune both Jte and Rosebery had become advocates of a generous negotiated peace.
The Rise of Campbell-Bannerman
Contrary to expectation at the time, the stubbornness with which Campbell-Bannerman held his ground, and his refusal to withdraw or explain away what he had spoken, served him well in the long-run. All that he could be induced to say under pressure about his notorious phrase "methods of
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